Risk Assessments for Managing Social and Emotional Needs of Young Children
The North Yorkshire County Council Children and Young People’s Service full risk assessment document can be found in the Health and Safety Policy and Guidance Handbook, November 2012 on the CYPS info website http://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk.
Introduction

Risk assessment should be:

• clear, concise and comprehensible;

• suitable and sufficient;

• practical;

• completed by those persons with the necessary competence and knowledge of the child and the setting;

• open for discussion and promote ownership with input by all parties involved;

• be accessible where possible for all interested parties including staff, young people and
parents;

• implemented and complied with by all parties affected;

• reviewed whenever there is a significant change in circumstances e.g. after an accident; 
• positively promoted by management at all levels as an essential tool; and

• to reduce accidents, risk of harm and improve workforce health and morale.
Written risk assessments are a formal record of:

• the factors that present a significant risk;

• people at risk;

• estimation of the risk level in terms of the likelihood and severity of harm;

• evaluation of the risk based on the measures that currently exist and any further

required;

• the steps required for effective implementation; and

• a periodic review of the assessment.
Why risk assess behaviour?
· To ensure the safety of the child

· To ensure the safety of other children

· To ensure the safety of adults

· To understand better the reasons for the behaviour

· To plan to manage that behaviour

· To empower those working with the child to feel confident to manage the situation

Who might be assessed?

A child:

· Who has complex needs which may give rise to some challenging behaviours

· Who has social emotional needs which present as challenging behaviours

Who might do a risk assessment?
· The head teacher or setting leader

· The SENCO
Who might contribute to the risk assessment?

There will be a range of providers, including, as appropriate:

· Parents

· Staff

· Specialist support services

· Educational Psychology

· Area SENCO

How do I risk assess?
Initial Information Gathering

· Establish why a risk assessment is required – clear purpose, who will use it and why?

· Establish a list of people who have first-hand knowledge of the child 

· Speak to as many of them as possible on a one to one basis

· Ask for their permission to include their name as an information provider on the risk assessment 
· Describe the best ways of:

· Avoiding the behaviour

· Noticing when it is likely/not likely to happen

· Managing when it does/does not happen.
Clear and detailed description of the behaviour

It is important that this section is factual, descriptive, detailed and specific. This is the behaviour that the risk assessment will assess. Up to three types of behaviour, with examples might be recorded here, and then transferred to the risk assessment grid page.

Who is affected by the behaviour?

· This will include groups of people, and may include specific individuals. It is likely to include the child themselves.
In which situations does the behaviour occur/not occur?

· This section enables the information giver to reflect upon and share any patterns to the behaviour, triggers, signs and de-escalation techniques that work
· It is important to focus on when the behaviour does not occur.
What kinds of harm are likely to occur?

· This might include harm to the child themselves, other children, adults or equipment.

How To Complete The Risk Rating Matrix
Instructions:

· Write down three behaviours one in each of the three boxes

· assign a number to each behaviour from 1 – 5 linked to the severity of the behaviour
· assign a number 1-5 linked to each behaviour linked to the likelihood of the behaviour occurring
· Multiply the severity score by the likelihood score. This gives the risk rating figure.

· Numbers 1-8 are considered a low risk

· Numbers 9-15 are considered a medium risk

· Numbers 16-25 are considered a high risk

· On the form the abbreviations are used for H – high, M – medium, L – low risk. Complete the HML section.

Proactive interventions to prevent risk
· This section looks at all the measures that are currently in place to manage risk and minimise the challenges

· The left hand box is used for what is in place already

· The right hand box is used for additional measures that will be implemented given the analysis of the situation
Determining the
